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Introduction
Since the first description by Hyde in 1883, 1 She was discharged after a week in hospital with a plan for six weeks of intravenous cephazolin antibiotics. Regular outpatient reviews were conducted, including hand therapy for movement of stiff interphalangeal joints in her little finger. Two of these patients described a history of trauma to the cyst, including one with an attempted needle decompression similar to the patient in this study.
Bourns and Sanerkin studied a series of 20 patients with DM cysts, 6 only one of which was noted to have presented with an infection after the DM cyst had spontaneously ruptured.
However, most hand surgeons would agree that infected DM cysts prior to treatment are not uncommon. When they do occur, associated DIP joint pyathrosis and osteomyelitis often lead to poorer outcomes for patients, particularly in the form of joint stiffness and pain. 
Conclusion
This report, linking a mucous cyst infection with a systemic sepsis and vertebral osteomyelitis, appears to be unique. It highlights the need for aggressive management in such cases. Further study of outcome differences in DM cysts that are managed with, and without, infection would be beneficial.
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